Speechcraft Speaker Introductions 


An important task to complete prior to a presentation is to prepare an introduction.  The introduction is critical to the speech’s success.  A poor introduction requires the speaker to spend the first critical few minutes of the speech clearing up misunderstandings.  

· A good introduction sets the tone for the speaker, creates a positive, friendly environment, and establishes a bond between the speaker and the audience.

· A good introduction contains an opening, body and conclusion.

· A good introduction prepares the audience for the speaker by building a bridge from where the thoughts of the audience are at the moment to where the speaker wants them to be. 

· A good introduction tells why the subject is important and why the audience should find it of interest.

· A good introduction makes it clear that the speaker speaks from knowledge, experience or authority on the chosen topic.

· A good introduction answers:

Why this speaker - Why this subject -Why this audience -Why at this time

Good Introduction
Our educational speaker this evening is Alan Kirby. Alan is a four-year veteran of South County Toastmasters and teaches High School German.  He was the recent winner of Toastmasters’ annual International Speech Contest at the Club level.  Alan will be representing the Club at the next level of speech competition. (why this speaker?) 

Alan will be speaking on “Speaking with Conviction” to help you prepare for next week’s speech project.  (why this subject? and why at this time?) 

As a speaker you want to be able to persuade your audience on a subject important to you and to do so you have to learn to speak with conviction. (why this audience?) 

Alan's speech will be 7 minutes long and the title of his speech is: “The Subtle Art of Persuasion – Speaking with Knowledge and Conviction.”

So, please help me welcome.....Toastmaster Alan Kirby!

